Bylaws of the

School District of Okeechobee

District Advisory Council

	Article I:
	Name
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The name of this organization shall be the School District of Okeechobee District Advisory Council (hereafter “COUNCIL”).

	
	
	
	

	Article II:
	Purpose
	
	

	

	The purpose of this Council shall be to promote communications and involvement among schools, communities, and the School District of Okeechobee, Florida, and shall be in accordance with 1001.42 Florida Statutes, and shall include the following goals:

	A.
	To foster opportunities for the School Advisory Councils to communicate with each other and assist one another in meeting annual school improvement goals.

	B.
	To advise the School Board and the Superintendent on educational issues.

	C.
	To correlate the work of and to assist communications between such standing and/or ad hoc advisory committees as may from time to time be formed to advise the School Board or the Superintendent.

	D.
	To address issues brought before the COUNCIL regarding the school system that may need input from a representative group of the system stakeholders.

	
	
	
	

	Article III:
	Membership
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Section 1:
	Representatives
	
	

	All members of the council shall be residents of Okeechobee County.  The membership of the COUNCIL shall be as follows:

	
	a.
	The Chairperson and/or the appointed/elected representative from each school or school advisory council.

	
	b.
	One school-based administrator from each level (elementary, middle, high) to be invited by the Superintendent or designee to participate.

	
	c.
	One representative from the district administrative staff, to be selected by the Superintendent.

	
	d.
	One student council officer or the student council designee from Okeechobee High School.

	
	e.
	Discretionary representatives, not to exceed three (3) in number, may be identified by the COUNCIL for participation on the COUNCIL.  The principle purpose of these representatives will be to include persons with special skills, talents, interests or experience.  Representatives from this category must have a connection to the community-at-large with specific interest in educational programs which will serve the needs of business and the workforce of the Okeechobee area.  Representatives from this category are discretionary with the Council, there being no requirement that any such representative be serving at any given time.  To be selected, discretionary representatives must indicate a willingness to be an active member of the COUNCIL and attend regularly during the term of their service.

	
	f.
	Ex-officio (non-voting) members including the Superintendent or designee and a School Board Member or designee who may regularly attend COUNCIL meetings.  The COUNCIL secretary will also attend, serving in a non-voting capacity.

	
	
	
	

	Section 2:
	Term of Membership
	
	

	
	a.
	District Staff Representatives:  The regular term of membership on this COUNCIL for each district representative shall be two (2) years; however, they may serve successive terms upon Superintendent’s recommendation.

	
	b.
	All Other Representatives:  The regular term of membership on this COUNCIL for all other representatives shall be for a period of one (1) year; however, they may serve successive terms.

	
	c.
	Membership Year:  The membership year shall be from October 2 through September 30 of the following year.

	
	d.
	If any member ceases to be a member of the COUNCIL, whether by voluntary resignation or otherwise, the remainder of the term shall be filled by a replacement selected in the same manner as provided in Article III, Membership.

	
	e.
	A vacancy shall be declared when a representative:

	
	(1)
	Ceases to reside or work in the school area or otherwise discontinues his/her relationship with the group or committee or organization he/she was selected to represent; or

	
	(2)
	Is absent without reason from three (3) consecutive COUNCIL meetings.

	
	This vacancy will be filled by a replacement selected in the same manner as provided in Article III, Membership.

	
	
	
	

	Section 3:
	Voting and Voting Rights

	
	For items that come before the COUNCIL that require action that represents the position of the COUNCIL, a vote will be taken of the COUNCIL membership.  Membership consists of those individuals as selected based on Article III, Membership.  Each COUNCIL member shall be entitled to one vote.  Votes may only be taken if a quorum is present.  A quorum is defined as a majority of the COUNCIL membership.  A majority vote is one vote over half of the COUNCIL membership present.

	
	At least a three (3)-day written, advanced notice must be given to all COUNCIL members when a matter is coming before the COUNCIL that requires a vote.  If a vote is necessary on an issue that arises during the course of a COUNCIL meeting and requires an immediate COUNCIL position, the COUNCIL Chairperson may at his/her discretion suspend the three (3) day written, advanced notice requirement.

	
	
	
	

	Article IV:
	Officers
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Section 1:
	Qualifications for the Office

	
	Any Council member may hold any office; however, no employee of the Okeechobee County School Board may hold the office of Chairperson. 

	
	
	
	

	Section 2:
	Election of Officers

	
	At the second meeting of the year, officers will be elected. Nominations will be taken from the floor.  Upon the closing of the nominations, the COUNCIL membership will vote.

	
	
	
	

	Section 3:
	Terms of Office

	
	The officers of the COUNCIL shall include a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, a Secretary, and such additional officers as the COUNCIL may from time to time elect.  Each officer shall assume office at the close of the meeting at which the election is held and shall serve until the election of new officers.  

	
	
	
	

	Section 4:
	Vacancies

	
	Vacancies which occur among the officers of the COUNCIL during the term of office may be filled by the COUNCIL at its next regular meeting.  If the Chairperson resigns, the Vice Chairperson shall fill out the remainder of the year as Chairperson, and the office of the Vice Chairperson or Secretary shall be filled by nomination and election at the first regular COUNCIL meeting.  The Chairperson of the nominating committee will meet with the Superintendent or designee to recommend an individual from the current COUNCIL membership to fill the vacant office.  The COUNCIL membership must be given at least a three (3)-day notice prior to voting on the nominee(s).

	
	
	
	

	Article V:
	Duties of Officers
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Section 1:
	Chairperson

	
	The Chairperson shall:

	
	a.
	Preside at all meetings of the COUNCIL.

	
	b.
	Be an ex-officio member of all committees created or formed by the COUNCIL.

	
	c.
	Represent the COUNCIL on such committees as the Superintendent or the School Board may designate.

	
	d.
	Appoint all committees whose composition or method of selection is not provided for elsewhere in these Bylaws.

	
	e.
	Perform all duties ordinarily pertaining to the office including the coordination of the work of the officers and committees of the COUNCIL.

	
	f.
	Perform such other duties as the COUNCIL may determine.

	
	
	
	

	Section 2:
	Vice Chairperson

	
	The Vice Chairperson shall:

	
	a.
	Perform the duties of the Chairperson in the absence of that officer.

	
	b.
	Act as an aide to the Chairperson.

	
	c.
	Perform such other duties that the Chairperson may direct or the COUNCIL may determine.

	
	
	
	

	Section 3:
	Secretary

	
	The Secretary shall:

	
	a.
	Keep a correct record of attendance and proceedings at each COUNCIL meeting.

	
	b.
	Provide public notice of each meeting or COUNCIL vacancy.

	
	c.
	Provide minutes of each COUNCIL meeting to each member of the COUNCIL, each School Board member, the Superintendent, and the Principal of each public school in Okeechobee County.

	
	d.
	Perform such other duties as the Chairperson may direct or the COUNCIL may determine.

	
	At the discretion of the COUNCIL, the office of Secretary may be filled by more than one (1) person, with the duties allocated to the various persons as the COUNCIL deems appropriate.

	
	
	
	

	Section 4:
	

	
	The Council may elect such additional officers and may designate such duties to those officers as it deems appropriate.

	
	
	
	

	Section 5:
	

	
	No COUNCIL member, including officers, may speak on behalf of the COUNCIL without authorization from the COUNCIL; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, the Chairperson may respond to questions from or report to the public or media as to action taken at a COUNCIL meeting.

	
	
	
	

	Article VI:
	Committees
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The COUNCIL may create such committees as may be required to promote its objectives and accomplish its goals.  Such committees shall be chaired by a COUNCIL member, but may be staffed by non-COUNCIL members.  The Chairperson of each committee shall present a plan of work to the COUNCIL for approval, periodic status reports, and final results.

	
	
	
	

	Article VII:
	Meetings
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The COUNCIL may organize at least one citizens’ participation conference and shall hold quarterly meetings, with the time, date, and place to be decided by the COUNCIL at the last meeting of the year.  A special meeting may be called by the Chairperson, the Superintendent, the School Board, or a majority of the COUNCIL members.  Notice of all special meetings shall be mailed to all COUNCIL members and the local news media not less than one (1) week prior to the meeting.  The time of each meeting shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in Okeechobee County, Florida.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Article VIII:
	Parliamentary Authority
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the COUNCIL in all cases where they are not in conflict with these Bylaws.  Said rules may be suspended at the discretion of the Chairperson, which discretion may be overruled by a majority vote of those COUNCIL members present and voting.

	
	
	
	

	Article IX:
	Standing Rules
	
	

	
	
	
	

	At the discretion of the COUNCIL, these Bylaws may be supplemented with such standing rules as the COUNCIL may deem appropriate.  To be adopted, a standing rule must be approved by a vote of the COUNCIL, providing at least three (3) days notice has been given to all members that the standing rule will be considered.

	
	
	
	

	Article X:
	Adoption and Amendment
	
	

	
	
	
	

	These Bylaws shall take effect upon approval by the School Board.  To be effective, any amendment to these Bylaws must be approved by a majority vote of the COUNCIL members and must thereafter be approved by the School Board.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Approved by the School Board of Okeechobee County

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Date:
	

	Chairperson
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